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Rabbis Don’t wear Makeup

And God Understands Sign Language

1. Position: Judge; Prerequisite: fatherhood — B. Sanhedrin, 36:2

One cannot be appointed to the Sanhedrin at an old age...
or if he never had children. R. Yehudah adds” also one
who is cruel.
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2. Hair Covering — a Gate of Hope — R. Y. Messas, Morocco, 20" C, Otzar HaMikhtavim 3:1881

You have asked me to find a permission in this matter to
show your parents, to calm their raging heart and to bring
peace to the whole family.

| found out that the widespread practice among women in
Tlemcen and the whole region was to not cover their hair...
this practice has spread from Algeria to the rest of the West
[Maghreb, or North Africal.

| decided to explain why what they are doing is fine, because
it is inconceivable to turn the wheel back, as this is part of the
progress in every field.

However, when | searched the Halakhic literature, | found
only piles upon piles of stringencies and prohibitions, and |
decided therefore to review again the earliest discussions of
the matter in the Mishnah and the Talmud. The reason for
that renewed analysis is to find an opening of hope for the
women and their husbands.

Thank God, we have found many gateways for permission and
not prohibition.
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3. Makeup — in Men’s words: R. Mordechai Eliyahu, Israel, 20" C, Maamar Mordechai, 4:51

The Sages say that there is a special glow on one’s face
on Shabbat... and therefore there is an additional soul on
Shabbat, and a woman also has an additional soul on
Shabbat.

A wise woman said that the additional soul, that glow of
Shabbat, lights up a woman's face without makeup.
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4. Makeup — in Women’s words

. Shabbat is the one day we spend with our spouses. Some of us are not as pretty as when we
were younger. We have issues with insecurities and issues with husbands, and we don’t want to look
our worst on the one day we spend with our spouses.

. Some of us don’t wear makeup every day but we do when we are with our spouses, and some
spouses have made comments about our appearances.

o Not wearing makeup on Shabbat is very inconvenient. When we’re invited to someone’s house
or when we have guests, | am too stressed, and | forget to apply makeup that will last for the next day.

. My aunt doesn’t leave her house on Saturday EVER because she’s embarrassed to be seen
without makeup. If her children want to see her, they have to come to her house. Since she won’t go to
shul or events, she doesn’t bother getting dressed on Saturday and spends all day in her pajamas. It’s far
from a special day for her.

. | cannot present myself with no makeup on Shabbat. | have acne issues and blotchy skin and
dark circles under my eyes and if | wear no makeup, people perceive me as being ill. Also, as | wear
makeup during the week, and look better with it, how could | show up on Shabbat and look sickly? That
would greatly decrease the joy of Shabbat for me and cause others to worry about me.

o | apply heavy makeup before Shabbat and hope that it stays for the morning. In the morning I fill
in with permissible items, but half the time the lipstick doesn’t stay. On the second day of the holiday
almost everything is off. It is also not so comfortable or healthy to sleep with makeup on.

6. Many Blind Rabbis, not so many deaf rabbis:

1. We have learned in the Mishnah, a blind person cannot MIN X7 11'K XNI0 (X T2 n'7an) |an .1
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3. Binyamin Ze’ev: The law that a blind man cannot read
by heart only refers to one who reads for others, such as
the cantor and the reader...
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5. Yabia Omer: even though the rule is that one cannot
read even one word by heart... we see that older people,
who can only read with glasses, get an Aliyah every day
and they say the Berachot, and no one complains...

Also, most of the Dayanim in levirate-law cases are very
old and all wear glasses, and this was never disputed...

6. Yabia Omer, ibid.:

An elderly scholar who uses a hearing-aid is allowed to be
a judge... this teaches us that hearing through a device is
considered hearing.

7. Yalkut Yosef: A deaf-mute person cannot be counted
for a minyan, because when in doubt, a blessing should
not be recited. This is true even if he studies in a special
deaf-mute school where the students acquire nyT.
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6. Agunah — there is a solution: R. Shemuel HalLevi Wosner, 20C, Shevet Hal.evi, 3:204

All types of invalid testimony are accepted in cases of
Agunah... because [we rely on the power of] the rabbis
[to] nullify the Kiddushin retroactively.
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7. Agunah — there is no solution: R. Shemuel Hal.evi Wosner, 20C, Shevet HaLevi, 4:172

...the woman married him in the Salzburg camp...she
had a son and he refused to circumcise him... he then
told her that he converted to Christianity years ago when
he was in the DP camp and he never told her a thing... he
said that he has no connection to the Jewish people...
when the woman heard this she left him...

she now asks to be permitted to remarry and be
disassociated from the man who deceived her and
violated her...
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...this is what the secular heretics are waiting for... they
want to find a way to nullify matrimonial obligations
without a divorce, God forbid!

Any lenient ruling on those issues supports the hands of
those who want to destroy religion and puts a sword in
their hands. Therefore, one should not be lenient at all in
such a case.
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8. The Kosher Doctors Transgress the Shabbat: Mishnah Berurah 330:8.

...you should know that today's doctors, even the more
observant ones, don't pay attention to it at all, and it
happens every Shabbat that they travel a long distance to
heal non-Jewish patients. They write and grind
ingredients themselves, even though there is no ruling on
which they can rely!

Even if we say that one is allowed to transgress a
rabbinical prohibition on Shabbat, because of potential
animosity [though this itself is questionable], according
to all opinions one cannot transgress a biblical one.

They are therefore Shabbat transgressors, and they do it,
God help us!
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